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Table 1 
Example of famous kidnapping cases in the US resulting in new methods and laws for finding missing children     

Name(s) and Date of Abductions Method Used to Alert Public and Laws Enacted 

Names: Charley & Walter Ross  (4 and 6 
years old) 
Date: 01 July 1874 – Kidnapped 
Date: Body was never found. 

First kidnapping story published in the local newspaper. 
Ransoms were demanded. 

 

  
Name: Charles Lindbergh, Jr.  20-months 
old 
Date Kidnapped: 01 March 1932 
Kidnapped from his Bedroom on the 2nd 
Floor of the Families Home 
Date Body Found: 12 May 1932 

 

First nationwide newspaper coverage & Multiple ransom 
demands 
First kidnapping involving the FBI resulting in the Federal 
government Enacting the: "Lindbergh Law" and death penalty 
possible. 
First time The Supreme Court of the State of New Jersey on 
upheld the verdict of the Lower Court.  

  
Name: Etan Patz (6-years old) 
Date Kidnapped: 25 May 1979 walking to 
his school bus. 
Date Body Found: Never found 

National Coverage in Newspapers and Television News 
Broadcasts 
President Ronald Reagan Declared 25 May, National Missing 
Children’s  

  
Name: Adam Walsh (6-years old) 
Date Kidnapped: 27 July 1981 
Kidnapped from a Sear’s Department 
Store 
Date Found: Adam’s decapitated head was 
found 16-days later, Aug 12, 1981. His 
body was never found. 

Code Adam: Store lockdown when a child is missing in a store. 
First started by Walmart shopping centers. 
President George Bush signed the Adam Walsh Child Protection 
and Safety Act (2006), and the Sex Offender Registration and 
Notification Act, was signed on July 27, 2006.  

  
Name: Polly Klass (12-years old) 
Date Kidnapped: 01 October 1993 
Date Found: 28 November 1993 
She had been strangled to death 

Internet used for the first time in a missing child’s case 
The family created "The Polly Klass Foundation", a non-profit 
organisation to help families of children who are missing 

  
Name: Megan Kanga 
Date Kidnapped: 29 July 1994 
Date Found: Dead on 30 July 1994 – 
Brutally raped  

President Clinton to sign into effect Megan’s Law which requires 
known sex offenders to be publicly listed.  

 

  
Name: Amber Hagerman 
Date Kidnapped: 13 January 1996 
Date Found: Dead on 17 January 1996 – 
Her throat had been cut. 
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Figure 1 
percentage recognition of target individual in relation to age as shown in amber alert and appearance in recognition photo 
(short compared to the longer length hair). 
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Appendix A 
Screenshot of a recovered AMBER Alert boy after missing for 13 years 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
Screenshot of the 7-second video of the target with two of her relatives 
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Appendix C 
Prediction of Knowing (POK) Scale Following Video and the Confidence Level Following the POK Question 

 

 
 

Appendix D 

 
Participants were randomly assigned to one of seven different AMBER Alert conditions. Two photos of the target female: 
Original photo (7-years old) that appeared in the AMBER ALERT, and a second photo of her at 7, 10, 13, 16, 18, 19, and 21 
years old. 


